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Gen. Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong
Commander, U.S. Air Forces in Europe

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Germany (USAFENS) – For 228 years,
Americans have celebrated the signing of our Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

This document, signed by our great country’s forefathers, con-
ceived a new nation and put into writing the democratic freedoms and
inalienable rights we so cherish today: Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of
Happiness.

From the Revolutionary War to Operations Iraqi and Enduring Free-
dom, Americans have sacrificed their sons and daughters for our cov-
eted virtues of freedom, democracy and equality. These young men

and women brought their courage to the fight, and paid the ultimate
price for the liberties we enjoy today.

As we celebrate this 4th of July with traditional picnics and barbe-
cues and holiday trips, let us remember and honor our brothers and
sisters in arms who are downrange and in harm’s way ensuring our
freedoms at home and around the world.  In addition, as you enjoy your
fellowship with friends and family, reflect on Old Glory and everything
she represents.

The true power of the Declaration of Independence comes from its
capacity to inspire pride in our hearts. Our belief in the vision it estab-
lished unites us as Americans and as those in service to our nation.

Thanks for all the great work you do for U.S. Air Forces in Europe,
the United States of America and the world.

4th of July: Time for celebration, remembrance

Turkish AF observes LRS, picks up aircraft loading tips
Joint effort
By Capt. Rickardo Bodden
39th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

Three Turkish Air Force Transportation
School instructors recently came to Incirlik to
see the latest developments in aircraft loading
operations.

Turkish Air Force Capt. Levent Zorlugenc,
Lt. Serdar Sertel and Chief Master Sgt. Huseyin
Alagoz traveled from their school in Bursa,
Turkey, to study how Airmen conduct loading
procedures.

“The Turkish Air Force has already been
using U.S. Air Force rules and regulations, but
we are trying to further compare Turkish and
American Air Forces transportation systems,”
said Captain Zorlugenc. “We want to see what
developments are new so we can adopt the
new systems to ours.”

Turkey and the United States have been
allies for approximately 50 years and share some
of the same interests in several areas.

“We have used the American system for
about 30 years,” said Lieutenant Sertel.

The Turkish Air Transportation School
trains Turkish officers, NCOs, Soldiers and
other military personnel about basic transpor-
tation, the future of transportation and vari-
ous transport vehicles.

The instructors were particularly interested
in the automated system the U.S. Air Force
uses to load its aircraft.

“I had the privilege of showing them the
Automated Air Load Planning System,” said
Staff Sgt. Ronnie Staggs, 728th Air Mobility
Squadron information controller.

“The AALPS software gives you a picture
of each aircraft’s cargo loading area,” said Ser-
geant Staggs. “The schematics show the load

planner where he can and cannot safely place
cargo so the aircraft’s limitations are not ex-
ceeded. They were really excited to see the
system.”

Currently, the Turkish Air Force is using
manual systems to accomplish loading opera-
tions, “but with AALPS there are zero mistakes
with loading and balancing the aircraft,” Cap-
tain Zorlugenc said.

The Turkish officers said they were eager

to present the program to their co-workers.
“If it is possible, we will use this program in

our own loading system because we use the
same aircraft that the United States uses,” said
Lieutenant Sertel.

I like the program and would like to show it
to my students,” said Captain Zorlugenc. “We
will brief my commanders when we get back to
Bursa.”

Capt. Levent Zorlugenc (far left) and Chief Master Sgt. Huseyin Alagoz (center), Turkish
Air Force Transportation school instructors, learn U.S. aircraft loading operations from
Tech. Sgt. Tony Williams, 728th Air Mobility Squadron air terminal operations center
NCO in charge, and 1st Lt. Jennifer Luoma, 728th AMS passsenger terminal officer in
charge, during a visit to Incirlik.

See LRS, Page 5

Photo by Senior Airman James Seymore III
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A permanent change of station can be
one of the most stressful things a military
member can go through during his or her ca-
reer.

The best advice for someone preparing to
make a move is to plan early, according to
Tech. Sgt. Kevin Gunter, 39th Logistics
Readiness Squadron personal property ship-
ping office NCO in charge.

“People should contact our office as soon
as they receive their orders or earlier if they
feel they will have issues with their
beyaname items,” he said.

In order for people to have the most up to
date information concerning their shipping
entitlements, Air Force transportation offi-
cials are promoting a new Web site called
AFMOVE at http://afmove.hq.af.mil.  The
site contains information to help members
prepare for their upcoming move, such as the
“It’s Your Move” pamphlet, which contains
moving tips and a weight estimator.

Additionally, base personnel officials
conduct weekly Smooth Move briefings, and
spouses are encouraged to attend. Repre-
sentatives from different agencies brief on
subject areas such as housing and pay is-
sues, and TMO explains information con-
cerning shipping household goods from Tur-
key and passenger travel entitlements.

Beyanname concerns
Beyanamme is an issue that concerns

many individuals; however, “if you follow a
few simple rules you can alleviate some ma-
jor headaches,” Sergeant Gunter said.

First, people should review their original
inbound beyanamme list.

“If you don’t have a copy, one can be ob-
tained from the Turkish Customs Liaison Of-
fice located in Building 833,” Sergeant
Gunter said. “The key is to review the list to
ensure you still have all the items your re-
sponsible for.”

When people are ready to ship personal
property, TCLO officials will ask them which
shipment will include their beyanamme items.
Beyanamme items do not have to be shipped
in the same shipment they were sent over in.

For more information, call the TCLO at
6-6180.

Traveling with pets
To fly on Air Mobility Command Patriot

Taking stress out of PCS
Planning, organization are keys to successful move

Countdown to PCS
As soon as you receive orders
� Come into the Traffic Management Office
at Bldg 833 or call 6-6038 to schedule a PCS
appointment.
�  Begin arrangements for shipping the family
pet.
� Government housing occupants should no-
tify the housing office at 6-6232 to schedule
final housing inspection.
� Make reservations with billeting at 6-9357.

Up to 12 weeks before the move
� Inventory possessions and valuables.
� Organize personal records such as birth cer-
tificates and insurance papers.
� Make a list of whom to notify of the move
and provide a forwarding address.
� Sort items to give away or sell.
� Remove stickers from previous moves.

Up to eight weeks before the move
� Start using up canned foods, spray paint
and other consumables.
� Contact the furnishings management of-
fice, 6-6232, to borrow temporary loaner fur-
niture.
� If planning a vacation en route, make reser-
vations.
� Contact insurance companies to ensure cov-
erage of possessions during transit or storage.
� Close any local charge accounts.

Up to four weeks before
� Get change of address cards from the post
office. Make sure your sponsor gets you a post
office box at your next base.
� Contact telephone and cable companies to
disconnect service.

�Arrange to pick up school records for chil-
dren.

Up to two weeks before
� Return library books and other borrowed
items.
� Retrieve all loaned out items.
� Have drapes, curtains and rugs cleaned.
� Separate professional books, papers and
equipment.

Up to one week before
� Pull out items beneath stairways, from at-
tics, or other areas that don’t allow full
standing room.
� Remove wall accessories such as drapery
rods, small appliances and utensils  racks.
� Separate items for household goods and hold
baggage shipments.
� Disassemble electronic components.
� Drain oil and gas from lawn mower and other
equipment.
� Thoroughly clean barbecue grill.
� Make child care arrangements for moving
day.

Moving day
� Get up early and be ready for packers.
� Store cash, jewelry, important documents
and other valuables in a safe place, like your car.
� Ensure conditions of belongings are accu-
rately noted on the inventory
� If problems occur with the movers call Qual-
ity Control at 6-6612

The day after
� Clean home for final inspection.
� Move into billeting.
� Breathe a sigh of relief.

Express missions, the Air Force defines pets
as either a dog or cat.

Each family is authorized to request two
pet spaces. A third pet space is possible un-
der the Pet Space A program.

The cost for pets weighing 70 pounds and
under (pet plus kennel) is $90, from 14 to 71
pounds is $180, and  from 141 to 150 pounds
is $270 dollars.

AMC allocates approximately 10 pets per
flight. When people fill out requests for flight
reservations, they should ensure they have
the weight certificate provided by the AMC
Passenger Terminal and the cage’s dimen-
sions.

The airlines can impose an embargo for

pets during the summer months due to the
heat. Questions should be directed to pas-
senger travel at Bldg 430, extension 6-6520.

Useful relocation Web sites
� http://afmove.hq.af.mil/ contains tips for
moving
� www.dmdc.osd.mil/sites has information
on bases Department of Defense-wide
� www.dtic.mil/perdiem features pay rates,
cost of living allowance rates, overseas
housing allowance rates and more
� www.mtom.com is for  military teenagers
on the move
� www.spousenet.com is a spouse informa-
tion network
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IN
BRIEF

Vehicle status reports
Government vehicle operators can now ac-

cess vehicle status reports online to check the
status of maintenance or see if the vehicle is ready
for pick up. To view the report, go to the 39th
Logistics Readiness Web page on the Source
and click on Customer Files and Downloads. For
more information, call William Crumpton IV, 39th
Logistics Readiness Squadron vehicle mainte-
nance superintendent, at 6-3418.

Fire hydrant use
Aside from the fire department, base people

and organizations are prohibited from using
fire hydrants. To request use, people must com-
plete prior coordination with the 39th Civil
Engineer Squadron fire prevention section at
6-3021.

Cell phone charges
Housing residents are billed for calls made

to cell phones. The cost to call a Turkish cell
phone is $720,000 Turkish Lira per minute.
People should talk to their telephone control
officers to find out the procedure for calling an
official cell phone without incurring a charge.

Finance briefings
The 39th Comptroller Squadron Financial

Services Office conducts in-processing brief-
ings Thursdays at 3 p.m. in the finance confer-
ence room (Building 480) to facilitate newcom-
ers with their financial needs and avoid delays
while waiting for a scheduled newcomers brief-
ing at the family support center. For more in-
formation, call Tech. Sgt. Daryl Moncrief, 39th
CPTS customer service chief, at 6-6306.

Travel advisories
U.S. government employees can now travel

directly to north (Turkish) Cyprus. All official
travel requires country clearance from Em-
bassy Nicosia. Travelers to and in north
Cyprus must have tourist passports and can-
not cross the United Nations-patrolled “green
line” into south Cyprus. People are required
to obtain their commander’s approval for any
travel outside of Adana. For more informa-
tion, go to the Consular Information sheet at
http://travel.state.gov,  consult the latest battle
staff directive on the Source or call the wing
Antiterrorism and Force Protection Office at
6-6657.

Manpower, personnel merge
By 1st Lt. Elaine M. Larson
Air Education and Training Command
Public Affairs

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE, Texas
— Manpower, personnel, and education and
training functions merged and realigned un-
der mission support squadrons at installa-
tions throughout the Air Force Thursday.

“Manpower and personnel have been
separate disciplines throughout the Air
Force’s history,” said Col. Douglas Bell, Air
Education and Training Command  manpower
and organization chief. “Merging them will
provide cradle-to-grave processes for human
resource management.”

The merger of manpower and personnel is
a good thing for the Air Force, said Senior
Master Sgt. Don Dufner, 39th Air Base Wing
Manpower and Organization Office chief.

“We will have the spaces and faces under
one organization – like a one-stop shop atmo-
sphere,” he said.

As part of the realignment, mission sup-

port squadrons will now be responsible for
both manpower and personnel actions, Colo-
nel Bell said. “The new organization will better
align both military and civilian resources with
manpower requirements for mission accom-
plishment,” he said.

“The increased emphasis on force devel-
opment demands a better linkage between
manpower requirement determination and re-
source development and employment,” ac-
cording to the Program Action Directive signed
by Gen. John P. Jumper, Air Force chief of staff.

Currently, people in separate Air Force spe-
cialties manage the three functions.

“Unfortunately, actions often happen
within the separate stovepipes that hinder their
overall efficiency,” according to the directive.

“Most people won’t notice a change in
manpower operations because it will be a
smooth transition,” Sergeant Dufner said. “The
manpower office will now be a flight under the
39th Mission Support Squadron, doing the
same actions for all the squadrons within the
wing and U.S. Air Forces in Europe.”

Collaborations with NATO countries dur-
ing non-crisis situations can prove beneficial
down the line as equipment and procedural
familiarity are established through training and
observations.

“For some operations in Afghanistan, Turk-
ish and American Forces have worked to-
gether for aircraft-loading operations,” Cap-
tain Zorlugenc said.

The instructors said they were pleased with

the visit and were walking away with new
ideas.

“This was a brainstorming visit.  We wanted
to know what is going on and what is new,”
said Captain Zorlugenc.

The visit also helped Incirlik Airmen spruce
up their training skills and forge stronger ties
with their counterparts in the Turkish Air Force.

“You approached us warmly, like my own
countryman,” said Captain Zorlugenc.

“We are glad you opened the gates for us
to get information,” said Lieutenant Sertel.
“We are so thankful.”

LRS
Continued from Page 3

Senior Master Sgt. Don Dufner, 39th Air Base Wing Manpower and Organization Office
chief, reviews a unit manning document with Martha Valdez, 39th ABW Manpower and
Organization Office management analyst.

Photo by Senior Airman James Seymore III
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Photos by Senior Airman Michelle Miranda

(Above) Eleven-year-old Jeffery Hills (left) and 9-year-old Josh Leo
build a ferris wheel with the help of Andrea Stogner, 39th Services
Squadron youth center room program assistant. (Right) During arts
and crafts, 8-year-old Rayna Higgins  creates a multicolored brace-
let with the help of Sara Larva, 39th SVS youth center room program
assistant. The children are participating in the youth center-spon-
sored summer day camp, which runs through Sept. 3 and is open to
5 to 12 year olds.

By 1st Lt. Elizabeth Culbertson
39th Maintenance Group

“I like the dancing,” said Samantha Carter, 5, as she demonstrated
a ballerina’s pirouette.

“I like the drawing,” said Joey Peel, 5, as she added another wa-
tercolor line to the bright yellow sun over her family of multi-colored
snakes.

“Field trips!” chimed in another kid, setting the whole group off
into a vigorous chant of “Aqualand! Aqualand! Aqualand!” — the
latest outing for the youth center’s summer camp.

Trips to places like Aqualand, as well as dancing and drawing, are
just a few of the many activities offered by the youth center-spon-
sored summer camp. Other popular choices include regular trips to
the pool, cooking, scrapbooking, sewing, playing on the computer
and card games.

“We cater to all aspects of child development,” said Carrie
Basaca, 39th Services Squadron school age program coordinator.
“We help children develop their physical, creative and motor skills.
All our activities also help develop a child’s character.”

The summer camp program runs from June 14 to Sept. 3 from 6:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and is open to 5 to 12 year olds. The bi-monthly fees
vary by family income. Currently, the program has 22 children enrolled.

“What I like about the youth center is hanging out with
friends, going outside and going to the gym for games,” said Alex
Temple, 9.

The time spent around peers fosters camaraderie, said Ms.

Youth center’s day camp keeps children entertained
Basaca. “The children become more aware of their environment and
hone their social skills. They become more accepting of each other’s
differences and learn about cultural diversity.”

The youth center has proven popular with youngsters for numer-
ous reasons. Jeffrey Hills, 11, cited the activities and the building as
pluses. The facility itself is large, encompassing a gym, snack bar, TV
room, pool room, science room, arts and crafts room, computer room
and a play area. The providers are also popular.

“The people that work here are nice,” said Samantha.
Resources are available for the parents as well as the kids. The

youth center offers a Parent Resource Library with materials to aid
single parent families.

Caring for the children all day during summer, rather than part of
the day during the school year, presents a challenge to providers.
One way they keep it interesting for kids is through theme days,
when children dress up in fun ways. Crazy hat day, tie-dye day and
pajama day are a few examples.

The center also offers tours of base facilities like the movie the-
ater, where kids not only watch a movie, but go behind-the-scenes to
learn about how it all works.

If parents or children are interested in trying out the program or
going on a single trip, drop-in care is available at an hourly rate.  Pos-
sible trips include the mosque, horse stables, boat ride, Tarsus or ice
skating.

Volunteers are always welcome.  For more information about the
youth center’s summer camp program or to enroll a child, call Ms.
Basaca at 6-6670.

Summer fun
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Homerun derby — Volunteers are needed
to help with a homerun derby today at field
one from 3 to 6 p.m. Start times vary according
to age. Help is needed in the outfield and track-
ing homeruns. Cost for participants is $1 for 10
balls. For more information, call Bo Benton,
39th Services Squadron recreation specialist,
at 6-6670 or 6-3263.

Independence Day 3-on-3 b-ball tourney —
The fitness center sponsors a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament today at 2 p.m. at the base gym.

Fourth of July 5K run — The fitness cen-
ter sponsors a 5K run at Arkadas Park Sunday
at 7:30 a.m. Free T-shirt for participants. For
more information, call 6-6086.

Swimming lessons — Swimming lessons
are Mondays through Fridays from 8 to 10 a.m.
Cost is $20 for two weeks of instruction. The
next class starts Monday. For more informa-
tion, call 6-3442.

Water aerobics — Water aerobics classes

are offered Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days from 6 to 7 p.m. Cost is $30 per month.
For more information, call 6-6044.

Free golf instructions — The golf course
offers people five minutes of free golf instruc-
tions from a professional. For more informa-
tion, call 6-8995.

Lap swim — Early morning lap swim is
Mondays through Fridays from 6 to 7 a.m. at
the base pool. For more information, call
6-3442.

Bike maintenance — Outdoor recreation
offers bicycle maintenance and repair from
basic tune-up to parts replacement. For more
information, call 6-6044.

Skeet and trap shooting — Outdoor recre-
ation offers skeet and trap shooting Tuesdays
through Fridays by appointment. Open shoot-
ing begins Saturdays at 9 a.m. Cost is $10, and
includes shells and clays. For more informa-
tion, call 6-6044.

Belly dancing — People can learn belly
dancing Tuesdays and Thursdays from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. For more information, call
6-6966.

Combat Hapkido — The fitness center spon-
sors Combat Hapkido Mondays and Wednes-

days at 7:45 p.m. and Fridays at 6:30 p.m. For
more information, call 6-6086.

Scuba course — Outdoor recreation offers
a scuba course, which includes training and
Professional Association of Diving Instructors
certification. Water training is provided in an
indoor pool, plus four open water dives in
Kizkalesi. Cost is $250. For more information,
call Yasar Karalar, scuba instructor, at 6-6044
or e-mail incirlikdiving@yahoo.com.

Trotters and Striders Club — Keep a fit-
ness center record of the miles walked or ran
and qualify to win prizes. For more informa-
tion, call 6-6086.

Massage therapy — The fitness center has
two licensed massage therapists on staff.
People can schedule an appointment Mondays
through Sundays between 10 a.m. and
8 p.m. For more information, call 6-6086.

Extreme Summer points — People can earn
Extreme Summer points by submitting a
FitPoints report. The report is at the FitLinxx
Web site at www.incirlik.fitlinxx.com under
“Workouts.” For more information, call the fit-
ness center at 6-6086.

Mountain bike rides — Outdoor recreation
offers mountain bike rides Thursdays and Sat-
urdays. For more information, call 6-6044.

Jared Brown goes for a lay
up during a Night Hoops
game Friday at the base
gym. Games are played by
teenagers Fridays and Sat-
urdays starting at 6 p.m. at
the base gym. The season
runs through Aug. 14. Vol-
unteer coaches are still
needed to assist with
games. For more informa-
tion, call Bo Benton, 39th
Services Squadron recre-
ation specialist, at 6-6670 or
6-3263.

Photo by Senior Airman Dallas Edwards

Night Hoops
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COMMENTS
COMMANDER’S

By Col. Michael Gardiner, 39th Air Base Wing commander
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The Fourth of July weekend brings a much-needed summertime
break. For me, that means enjoying a fun-filled weekend with my fam-
ily and catching up on a few laughs as my dog, Beau, reacts to the
fireworks. Fortunately, his hearing is not what it used to be. For all
Americans, it’s a time to celebrate the nation’s birthday by saluting
those who fought to make this country free.  Although I want every-
one to have fun, I also want them to come back to work in one piece
on Tuesday. That means keeping safety in mind at all times. Wear
sunscreen, don’t grill in enclosed areas and, most importantly, ar-
range for a designated driver if you plan on drinking.

DUIs on the rise
For most of the past nine months, we could boast that we had a

zero “driving under the influence” track record.  However, this month
alone we had two DUIs. DUIs are unnecessary and endanger our
family and friends. We have a cheap taxi service here, and many bars
are within walking distance of the base. So don’t be tempted to turn
the key thinking, “I only live  five minutes away; I won’t get caught.”

6-RIDE volunteers needed
To help keep Incirlik free from DUIs, the safety office is asking for

volunteers to man the 6-RIDE hotline. The program gives individuals
who have had a little too much to drink a free chance to safely get
home without harming others by driving while intoxicated. People
who use 6-RIDE don’t get reported to their chain of command, and it
doesn’t harm your career, but not calling 6-RIDE or arranging for a
designated driver will! For more information or to volunteer, call Staff
Sgt. Michael Bacon, 39th Air Base Wing Safety Office, at 6-7233
(SAFE) or e-mail Michael.bacon@incirlik.af.mil.

Kudos
Congratulations to Veronica Hinton, 39th Mission Support

Squadron Civilian Personnel officer; Lisa Armes, 39th MSS interme-
diate program manager; and Master Sgt. William Stephenson, 39th
MSS senior Family Support Center/Family Readiness Office superin-
tendent, for winning 2003 Air Force-level awards for their respective
duty positions.

Promotions
To major: Alan “Sped” Edwards, 39th Operations Squadron
To master sergeant: Henry Austin Jr., 39th Logistics Readiness

Squadron; Kevin Clayton, 39th Operations Squadron; Benjamin
Odom, 39th Maintenance Squadron; Bradley Smith, 39th Contract-
ing Squadron, and Tony Williams, 728th Air Mobility Squadron
 To technical sergeant: David Allen, 425th Air Base Squadron; Jef-
frey Bratcher, 39th Logistics Readiness Squadron; Jared Ey, 39th
Operations Squadron; Deanna Hoy, 39th Comptroller Squadron;
Abdullah Mustapha, 39th Services Squadron; Jose Reyes, 39th
Maintenance Squadron; Jalana Watts, Detachment 4 Air Postal
Squadron, Istanbul

To staff sergeant: Tiffany Crossley, 39th Medical Squadron;
Ebony Fullard, 39th Logistics Readiness Squadron; and Lee Hoover
Jr., American Forces Network-Incirlik

Integrity first
An Incirlik Airman displayed the Air Force core value Integrity

First recently. Staff Sgt. Jared Carter, 39th Maintenance Squadron,
found $790 on the ground outside of Building 880. He immediately
called his first sergeant and turned in the money. Because of Ser-
geant Carter’s honesty, the rightful owner got his money back. Great
job, Sergeant Carter! You’re an example for us all.

Force protection
With bombs exploding all around the world, make sure you take

the time to continually scan and assess your surroundings for dan-
ger, especially while on vacation. Look under your vehicle for wiring
or anything that looks out of place. Be suspicious, and blend into
your surroundings. Always lock your vehicles and keep valuables,
especially your military ID and credit cards, on your person at all
times. Force protection: your life depends on it!

By Staff Sgt. Elaine Aviles
39th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

My friend was taking a walk on the beach
last weekend when a sunbather called out to
her. Thinking she knew him, she stopped for
a moment.

The man proceeded to tell her she was
“too fat to wear a bathing suit” and re-
sembled a “side of beef.”

When she told me about her weekend, I
was sickened and angered by the unneces-
sary cruelty of these remarks.

I asked her if it was a kid who had taunted
her. She said, “no, it was an Airman from
Incirlik.”

Airmen should put ‘best foot forward’
I’ve recently heard other, equally disturb-

ing, stories. Airmen who urinated off balco-
nies, started drunken brawls or deliberately
disrespected our host country laws.

I am confused by this kind of behavior.
While many Airmen are young and fresh out
of high school, they are not children who are
unable to discern right from wrong. Many
are responsible for billions of dollars worth
of equipment; others protect assets that can
tilt the balance of power during a war. That’s
an incredible responsibility for an 18- or 20-
year-old who still vividly recalls his high
school prom night.

We need to show the same maturity and
responsibility off duty as we do on. It’s

tempting to “let loose” when we’re far from
supervisors and commanders, but a night of
seemingly innocent fun could land someone
in jail. In fact, according to the Area Defense
Counsel, a charge like indecent exposure can
carry some weighty penalties, such as a bad
conduct discharge and a six-month confine-
ment.

We’ve heard countless times that, as Air-
men in a foreign country, we are informal
U.S. ambassadors. I think we need to take
this calling to heart.

What do our host nation friends and
neighbors think of Americans when they see

See Airmen, Page 9
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By Mehmet Birbiri, Host Nation Adviser

MEHMET
ASK

Day trip
Question:  Mehmet, we are new here and

just received our car. I want to take my family
on day trips. Do you have any recommenda-
tions?

Response:  I wish you a nice stay and
tour and I’m glad you want to get out and
see my beautiful country. I caution you that
driving in Turkey is not dangerous but ad-
venturous.

There are several places you can drive to
for a one-day trip. As a start you can go to
Antakya (old Antioch). Antakya is the major
city of Hatay province and is a medium-sized
city east of Adana. It lies on both banks of
the Asi River, and was once known as the
Orontes. Antakya was founded in the Fourth
century B.C. by Seleucus I Nicator, a general
under Alexander the Great and founder of the
Macedonian empire in Syria.

The city once had a population of a half-
million and was second in size only to Rome.
The city was destroyed by serious earth-
quake in 625 A.D. and was rebuilt under
Justinan. It became an independent princi-
pality at the time of the Crusaders. Then it
changed hands to the Mameluks, Ottomans,
and in 1939, to the Modern Republic of Tur-
key.

As a reflection of its rich history Antakya
has many things to offer its visitors.

The first place you should visit in
Antakya is St. Peter’s Grotto, a center of
Christian history. St. Peter, a major figure in

the Christian religion and one of the 12 dis-
ciples of Jesus, created what is thought to be
the first Christian church here. St. Peter’s
Grotto is a rock-cut cave overlooking the
city. The Christians in Antakya still hold ser-
vices there. At the head of the room up on
the wall, there is a small statue of St. Peter
looking down. The altar is a large square
stone with a Byzantine cross carved on the
front. If you look carefully, you will see a
tunnel behind the altar that leads into dark-
ness. According to the signs on the wall, it
was thought to have been an escape route
for worshippers during attacks from non-be-
lievers in ancient days.

After visiting St. Peter’s Grotto, your sec-
ond stop should be the Mosaics Museum lo-
cated in the center of the city. In fact, the
Mosaics Museum is considered by many to
be the second best mosaics museum in the
world.

After you’re tired and hungry from visit-
ing the sites, it is time to go to Harbiye to
have a good lunch at the Grove of Daphne.
Tiny waterfalls pour through lush, green
trees and several restaurants are hidden on
the side of the hill. In some parts, tables and
chairs are placed in the middle of streams to
give patrons the opportunity to cool their
feet in the chilly water while eating. Those

restaurants are famous for their chicken, hu-
mus and kunefe.

Humus is an hors d’oeuvre-type side dish
made of boiled and smashed chickpeas with
sesame seed oil, olive oil and some other
spices. Kunefe is a sweet dessert made with
cheese and shredded wheat.

Directions:  At the end of the alley, turn
left onto D 400 (E-5) highway and follow the
signs to Iskenderun and Antakya. You will
reach Iskenderun first. Stay on the same
road, pass through Iskenderun and continue
to drive to Antakya. On your way to
Antakya, you will see Snake Castle on your
right and Black Castle on your left.

After entering Antakya, look for a yellow
sign saying “St. Pierre Grotto/Kilisesi” on
your left. Turn left from that sign and drive
about a half-mile. Another sign will show
you where to turn right to the Grotto.

The Mosaics Museum is in the center of
town by the bridge. You will see the sign
“Muze” from a distance. It is an old stone
building. In order to go to Daphne/Harbiye,
drive along the eastern side of the river run-
ning by the museum building to the south.
Harbiye is about six miles south of the city
center. Look for the “HARBIYE” sign. In
case you think you are lost, ask any local
and they will give you directions.

someone exposed on a hotel balcony urinating on their ground or
starting a fight at a nightclub? What does my civilian friend think of
Airmen when she can’t even walk down a beach without being sub-
jected to cruelty?

Whether in or out of uniform, people look to us and form judg-
ments about the military and Americans through the example each
one of us presents.

There are, of course, countless Airmen who are an exemplary
model to the community. They volunteer in orphanages and chapels,
and take time out of busy schedules and weekends to help others.
These Airmen are an example to our host nation friends and to the

Air Force.
Hopefully, a few Airmen won’t detract from their selfless accom-

plishments and sway people to think their behavior is reflective of all
military people.

I know every service member is under an inordinate amount of
stress. It’s important to blow off steam. But, as we do so, let’s not
embarrass ourselves and each other.

Think twice before you indulge in that final cocktail that puts you
over the edge of reason. If you’re the one watching someone else
about to make a fatal error, help them put on the brakes or find some-
one, such as a senior NCO, who can.

When we take off the uniform Friday afternoon, let’s not also re-
move what it represents – a symbol of pride and freedom. Whether
people recognize we’re in the military or not, let’s put our best foot
forward and show them what we’re all about.

Airmen
Continued from Page 8

The Mosaics Museum in Antakya is
famous for mosaics like these.

Courtesy photos
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PROGRAMS

Sunday
RCIA team meets — The

Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults team meets at 6:30 p.m.
in the chapel conference
room. New members are wel-
come.  For more information,
call Fermin Gonzaga at 6-4660.

Monday
PWOC meets — The Prot-

estant Women of the Chapel
meets from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
the Crossroads Café. For more
information, call Melanie
McDade at 6-9381.

CWOC meets  — The
Catholic Women of the Chapel
meets at 5:30 p.m. in the
chapel. For more information,
call 6-6441.

Upcoming
Library book club – The

library book club is reading
“Nighttime is My Time” by
Mary Higgins Clark. The dis-
cussion is July 19 at 7 p.m.

For more information, call the
library at 6-6759.

Ongoing
Receive free welcome gift

at the library — Children new
to Incirlik can join the library
and receive a newcomer’s gift
bag. For more information, call
the library at 6-6759.

Girl Scouts – The Girl
Scouts need volunteers to fill
positions of secretary, trea-
surer, events coordinator,
troop leaders, troop consult-
ants, hut manager, public re-
lations coordinator, recruiter
and troop organizer. For more
information or to volunteer,
call April Rogers at 6-5748, 6-
6321 or 0535-214-8514.

Combat Care car care —
While military members are
deployed, spouses are en-
titled to free minor mainte-
nance. For more information,
call Master Sgt. Alicinne
Peebles at 6-6755.

Today
Independence Day celebration

— There is an Independence Day
celebration from 3 to 9 p.m. at
Arkadas Park. For more informa-
tion, call Carrie Basaca at 6-6670.

Tuesday
Summertime stress relief

class — The family support cen-
ter hosts a class on how to safely
navigate the 101 critical days of
summer in a healthy state of mind
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. For
more information, call the FSC at
6-6755.

Wednesday
Dorm council meeting — The

dorm council meets at noon in the
Piper Room at the club complex.
For more information, call Tech.
Sgt. Ken Winfield, dorm council
president, at 6-8075.

Thursday
Budgeting 101— The family

support center teaches budgeting
techniques and simple systems to
track expenses from 11 a.m. to
noon. For more information, call
the FSC at 6-6755.

ACE meeting — Airman Com-
mitted to Excellence meets 3 p.m.
in the enlisted lounge in the club
complex. However, meetings are
typically held the first Thursday
of every month at 3 p.m. in the
enlisted lounge in the club com-
plex. Squadron representatives are
still needed; volunteers are wel-
come. For more information, call
Airman 1st Class James Randle,
ACE president, at 6-3288 or Senior
Airman Evelyn Jackson, ACE sec-
retary, at 6-6424.

Management (MGMT 410).
Classes will be held July 10, 17, 24
and 25 from 9 am. to 4 p.m. and
July 11 and 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Register by July  9. For more infor-
mation, call Embry-Riddle Aero-
nautical University at 6-1098.

Volunteers needed for Tops in
Blue performance — The commu-
nity center needs volunteers for a
Tops in Blue performance July 16
at 8 p.m. at Hangar 4. For more in-
formation or to volunteer, call
Nerissa Atkisson at 6-6966.

WIC overseas summer sched-
ule – WIC overseas opens for the
summer from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
beginning August 9. For more in-
formation, call Staci Crawford at
6-1237.

Ongoing
CTC degree evaluation — The

Central Texas College offers evalu-
ations for students who have com-
pleted six semester hours with
CTC. An evaluation can award
college credits for military train-
ing and experience and an evalua-
tor will explain how transfer cred-
its will fit into a CTC degree plan.
For more information, call Mine
Smith at 6-6046 or click on
www.ctc-europe.com.

CTC class offerings — The
Central Texas College can offer as-
sociates in applied science and in
the following degrees if there are
enough interested students: ap-
plied management/military science,
automotive mechanic, criminal jus-
tice, early childhood development,
emergency medical technician,
food service management and le-
gal assistant. For more information,
call Mine Smith at 6-6046.

ITT hours — Information,
Ticket and Tours is located in the
club complex. Their hours are
Tuesday through Saturday from
9:30 a.m.  to 8 p.m. and Sunday
from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more
information, call 6-6049.

Participate in Extreme Sum-
mer, win prizes — Earn points for
participating in events and pro-

grams at base facilities for chances
to win $150,000 in prizes at
www.extremesummer.com. For
more information, call Jean Best-
Richardson at 6-8411.

Summer Sunday breakfast —
A la carte breakfast will be served
at the club instead of brunch dur-
ing the summer months from 9:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call the club at 6-6010.

Pet adoption – The stray ani-
mal facility is open Saturdays
from 9 to 10 a.m. for pet adop-
tions and donations. For more
information, call Staff Sgt.
Caroline Wood at 6-6072 or Staff

Sgt. Adena Eberhardt at 6-1164.

Base pool — Open swim hours
are Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 1 to 6 p.m., Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 1 to 8 p.m.,
and Saturdays and Sundays from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Lap swim hours
are Mondays through Thursdays
from 6 to 7 a.m. and from 11 a.m. to
1 p.m. Pool passes are on sale at
outdoor recreation. For more in-
formation, call 6-6044.

Belly dancing — Belly danc-
ing classes are available at the
community center Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 6 to 7 p.m. For
more information, call 6-6966.

Upcoming
ERAU registration — There is

still time to register for Air Cargo
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YOUR
TURN

To submit a question for “Your Turn,” call
6-6060 or e-mail tip.sword@incirlik.af.mil
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This Fourth of July celebrates 228 years of
independence. What does the word freedom
mean to you?

“It means I have the ability to
raise my family with the same
sense of security that I enjoyed
as a child.”
— Lt. Col. John Pearson,
186th Air Refueling Wing,
Miss.

“It also means you have the opportunity to
excel and reach your goals. If you
ask people from other countries
what they’ll be doing in five
years, many of them don’t
have the freedom to think
beyond their current
situation.”
— Master Sgt. Mia Releford, 39th Air Base
Wing

“Freedom means being able to
live your life as you choose, as
long as you don’t compromise
anyone else’s freedom.”
— Capt. Dennison Frasier,
39th Air Base Wing staff

“Freedom doesn’t mean just one thing. It’s
about being able to make your
own choices in life and not
have someone dictate to you
the way in which you live.”
— Staff Sgt. James Brown,
39th Communications
Squadron

“The freedom we, as Americans, enjoy is
something that makes me feel good and
guilty at the same time. It’s a word
we take for granted compared
to other third world countries
that don’t have the freedoms
we do and the quality of life
that accompanies that
freedom.”
— Staff Sgt. Jason
Barton, 39th Mission
Support Squadron

By 1st Lt. Tony Wickman
Alaskan Command Public Affairs

ACROSS
1. American Revolution hero, 5th
president
6. Assist, as in criminals
9. Pie ___ mode
12. Actress Dunn of My Favorite
Wife
13. Arid
14. Tall-growing, annual vegetables
16. Faintheartedness
18. Treaty of ___ ended American
Revolution
19. Dine
21. Point Break actress Petty
22. Group organized against British
rule
27. Summer drink
28. Navy ship attacked in Yemen:
USS ___
29. Possess
31. Site of “shot heard ‘round the

world”
35. Rescue
36. “Path of virtous conduct” to Con-
fucians
37. Italian three
38. Handles special security needs
(acronym)
40. Cause
41. Possessive form of we
42. Unit of resistance
44. Common ___; essay by Thomas
Paine
46. 52 in old Rome
47. Greek goddess of the dawn
48. Away from the wind, nautically
speaking
50. Bluster
51. Football scores
52. Relaxed
55. Goes back over
59. Italian food mainstay
62. Shine
63. Lead writer of the Declaration
64. Santa helper

65. Body of water
66. Tolkien character
DOWN
1. What Eisenhower warned against
(abbrev.)
2. Rio de ___, region in SW Sahara
3. Unused
4. Basic cell material, briefly
5. Army equivalent of officer perfor-
mance report
6. Region of the North Pole
7. Farewell
8. Uppermost
9. Philippine President Gloria
Macapagal-___
10. Den
11. WIth funds, to apportion
13. Knob
15. German cold?
17. Delay
20. European country near Russia,
Poland
22. Cult
23. Vesicle
24. Scents
25. Site of Bunker Hill battlefield
26. Midnight rider who warned of
British invasion
30. Revolutionary general in charge
of all forces
32. Paddle
33. Christmas songs
34. Thick
38. Cola
39. Forget
43. King ___ III during American
Revolution
45. Snakelike fish
48. His agitations spurred 51 DOWN
49. Hallucinogenic drug
50. Type of admiral
51. British import dumped into sea
53. Galoots
54. Raced
56. Former measure of about 45 inches
57. Ump
58. Air Force legal advisor, briefly
60. Compass direction
61. Picnic crasher

Found: Gold three-sided cartouche with the
name Jazzmine on one side; Arabic and Hi-
eroglyphics on the other sides. For more in-
formation, call the child development center
at 6-6553.

For sale: 32-inch Sony Trinitron WEGA.
One year old. Can deliver, $750 or OBO. For
more information, call Jeff at 6-2342.

For sale: 1992 Yamaha Zeal 250cc. Excel-
lent condition, $1,800 or OBO. For more infor-
mation, call Rey at 6-2633 or 0-536-948-3023.

For sale: 1999 Ford F-150 Super Cab short

bed pick-up truck, four doors, V8 5.4L, auto-
matic, two-wheel drive, 29,000 miles, lariat,
loaded, excellent condition, $14,000. For more
information, call John Beeman at 6-5847, 6-
8815 or e-mail at john_beeman2002
@yahoo.com.

For sale: Two square wrought-iron end
tables with smoked glass tops. Excellent con-
dition, $100 for set. For more information, call
6-5314 or skickers@hotmail.com.

Job announcement: The youth center
needs School Age Program Assistants. Indi-
viduals should be vibrant and enthusiastic,
and like to play with children. For more infor-
mation, call the nonappropriated funds office
at 6-3524 or visit them in the second floor of
Building 833.

CLASSIFIEDS

Advertisements: To place an advertisement, e-mail
the Tip of the Sword staff at tip.sword@incirlik.af.mil.
Submission deadlines are the Wednesday nine days
prior to the desired publication date.
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For more information and updates, call the movie
recording at 6-6986 or the theater office at 6-9140.
The provision of movie information does not constitute an
endorsement by the 39th Air Base Wing, U.S. government,
Department of Defense or Department of the U.S. Air
Force. For more information, call the theater at 6-6986.

At the M1
Secret Window (PG-13) — 1 p.m., 3 p.m.,

5 p.m., 7:15 p.m., 9:15 p.m. and 11:30 p.m. (96
minutes)

In the cut (R) — 12:30 a.m., 3 p.m., 6:45
p.m., 9:30 p.m. and 11:45 p.m. (119 minutes)

Troy (R) — 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. (164 minutes)
Lady Killers (R) — 1:15 p.m., 4 p.m.,

7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. (104 minutes)
Spiderman 2 (PG-13) — 11:30 p.m., 12:45

p.m., 2 p.m., 3:15 p.m., 4:30 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:30
p.m., and 11:30 p.m. (128 minutes)

AT THE

MOVIES

Today
The Prince and Me (PG) — Starring Julia

Stiles and Luke Mably. Paige is on the fast
track toward her lifelong goal of becoming a
doctor. Edward, the Crown Prince of Den-
mark, trying to escape from his royal life,
poses as a college stu-
dent. Now, Edward is in
line to become King. Paige
has to choose between
two dreams — becoming a
princess or a doctor. Showing at 7 p.m. (111
minutes)

Van Helsing (PG-13) – Hugh Jackman
and Will Kem. Van Helsing, the legendary
vampire hunter, is on an ongoing battle to rid
the world of vampires and other ghouls. He
travels to Transylvania to bring down the
powerful Count Dracula and joins forces

with Anna Valerious to rid her family of an
old curse by defeating the vampire. Showing
at 9 p.m. (132 minutes)

Saturday
Home on the Range (PG) – Roseanne Barr

and Cuba Gooding Jr. A young widow is in
danger of her farm being foreclosed unless

she can come up with
$1,000 for the mort-
gage. The farm ani-
mals, knowing she
won’t be able to come
up with the money,

hatch their own plan. It just so happens
there’s a bandit on the loose, and the price on
the crook’s head is a tidy $1,000. The animals
band together to save the farm from foreclo-
sure. Showing at 5 p.m. (84 minutes)

Van Helsing (PG-13) – Hugh Jackman
and Will Kem. Van Helsing, the legendary
vampire hunter, is on an ongoing battle to rid
the world of vampires
and other ghoulies. He
travels to Transylvania
to bring down the
powerful Count
Dracula and joins
forces with Anna Valerious to rid her family
of an old curse by defeating the vampire.

Showing at 7 p.m. (132 minutes)

Sunday
Closed

Thursday
The Girl Next Door (R) – Emile Hirsch

and Elisha Cuthbert. Matthew Kidman is an
over-achiever who has never really lived life
until he falls for his new neighbor. When
Matthew discovers this perfect “girl next
door” is a one-time porn star, his sheltered
existence begins to spin out of control.
Showing at 7 p.m. (109 minutes)

Independence Day
holiday hours

The 39th Air Base Wing observes Inde-
pendence Day through Monday.

The following facilities are closed or
open only for partial hours:
� Clinic: Regular clinic services will be
closed today through Monday. The Imme-
diate Care Clinic will be open from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. each day.
� ODC: The official documents center will
be open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. today, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and closed Sunday and
Monday.

Independence Day
Celebration events today

� 7:30 a.m. — 5k Fun Run at Arkadas Park
� 2 p.m. — 3-on-3 basketball at fitness center
� 3 p.m. — Celebration at Arkadas Park be-
gins with food, game booths, kids zone, AFN
DJ and Extreme Summer points
� 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. — Home run derby
� 5 p.m. — Turkish cultural dance
� 6 p.m. — Taylor-made Jazz
� 9 p.m. — Fireworks show

Bowl-a-thon
The Team Incirlik Bowl-a-thon
to support the Air Force En-
listed Village at Shalimar,
Fla., raised about $4,000.
There were 10 teams; 60
people bowled on Friday af-
ternoon. Two teams of stu-
dents from the First-term
Airman’s Course bowled, with
an additional two teams from
the 39th Logistics Readiness
Squadron, two teams from
AFN-Incirlik, two teams from
the 39th Contracting Squad-
ron, and one team each from
the 39th Communications
Squadron and 39th Mission
Support Squadron.
The fundraiser was a com-
bined effort of Air Force Ser-
geants Association, 56 Club,
Airman Committed to Excel-
lence and Top 3.

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Charlein Sheets


